Comparison of caries epidemiology of the primary teeth in 3- to 6-year-old children from Plovdiv and Karlovo/Sopot.
Dental caries is affected by multiple factors, including socioeconomic conditions and the presence or absence of anticaries prevention programs. The aim of the present study was to conduct comparative study of caries epidemiology of the primary teeth in 3- to 6-year-old children from Plovdiv and Karlovo/Sopot. The study includes 1250 children from 3 to 6 years of age--830 from Plovdiv and 420 from Karlovo/Sopot, from randomly selected kindergartens. The following indicators were determined: prevalence of caries per persons (Ep); prevalence of caries per teeth (Et); incidence of caries (It); incidence of untreated and treated caries (Id, If). The results show that the caries indicators are higher in the children from Karlovo and Sopot than in their pairs in Plovdiv. Inadequacy of the children dental care system and stomatological treatment was found in both studied groups.